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superior to civil Magistrates. We find also a complete Liturgy or form of worship for Christian Churches; containing not only a description of ecclesiastical ceremonies, but the prayers to be used at their celebration. Epipha-nius, towards the close of the fourth century, appears to be the first author who speaks of these books under their present title. Though not genuine, they are useful in shewing the practice and tone of feeling prevalent in the fourth century.
APOSTLES' CREED, (which appears to have been very nearly the same with the creed of the Church at Jerusalem, the most ancient of all creeds,) derives it name, not because it was composed, clause by clause, by the twelve Apostles (of which we have no evidence); but because it contains a brief summary of the doctrines which they taught. Although the Creed was always used prior to the administration of Baptism, when the catechumen made an open profession of his faith, and sometimes in private devotion, yet in the earlier ages it constituted no part of the public Liturgy. It was first introduced into the daily service of the Greek Church by Tullo, who was bishop of Antioch, about A.D. 471, and was adopted by the Church of Constantinople about 511. From the Eastern Churches this custom was brought into the West, and the Apostles' Creed was received in Spain towards the close of the sixth century, in France in the ninth century, and by the Roman Church about A.D. 1014.
APOSTOLIC FATHERS, an appellation usually given to the writers of the first century, who employed then- pens in the cause of Christianity. Of these writers Cotelerius, and after him Le Clerc, have published a collection in two volumes, accompanied both with their own annotations, and the remarks of other learned men. See also the genuine epistles of the apostolic Fathers by Archbishop Wake, and a translation of them in one volume 8vo., by the Re^ Temple Chevallier, B. D., formerly Hulsean Lecturer in the University of Cambridge. The names of the Apostolic Fathers are Clement Bishop of Rome, Ignatius Bishop of Antioch, Poly carp Bishop of Smyrna, and Hermas." To these Barnabas the Apostle is usually added. The epistles and other writings of these eminent saints are still extant. A more admirable appendix to